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WOODARD BAY  NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION AREA







FRIENDS  OF  WOODARD  BAY  ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION   RESOURCES       
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A Forest Apartment Building 

A forest is made up of trees and plants of different sizes, the soil they grow in, and a variety of animals. Not all forest animals live in one place such as up in the tree tops or down on the ground. If they did, it would get pretty crowded. Imagine if all the people in a big apartment building we crammed into one story instead of spread out between stories. The forest can be compared to an apartment building with four stories and these stories are often referred to as “forest layers”. 

Canopy 

A tree’s upper branches are called the crown. The canopy is a horizontal layer of tree crowns making up the top layer of a forest. The fast growing trees can grow taller then others around and are called dominant. Dominant trees form an upper canopy. Trees with crowns making up most of the canopy may be called co-dominant. 

Understory 

The understory includes the shorter trees in the forest. Some are young trees, but others are trees that are just growing slowly because they don’t get much light filtering through the dense canopy. These may be called suppressed trees. The understory also has bushes and other plants, as well as snags (dead trees that are still standing). 

Forest Floor 

The forest floor, beneath the understory, includes leaf litter, rocks, fallen logs, stumps, small plants, moss, mushrooms, seedlings, etc. 

Subfloor

The subfloor includes everything underneath the ground, including soil, rocks, roots, animal tunnels, etc. 

Animal Homes 

Just like people, forest animals need three basic things to survive: food, water and shelter. Many animals are able to find all these in one layer. Some animals may move from layer to layer to get what they need. An owl may nest in the canopy for shelter and hunt for mice on the forest floor. 

Forest Layers 

Read the Woodard Bay NRCA animal descriptions to learn about the different types of wildlife that live in this forest. List the various animals by the layer or layers where you think they find food and shelter. 
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Animal list

Bald Eagles - Eagles may often be seen here, nesting high in a tree, or perched on a branch looking for their next meal.
Banana Slugs  - Banana slugs feed on detritus, or decaying material on the forest floor. They favor mushrooms, and can grow almost 9" long!
Black Bear - Black bear have been spotted in this area. They eat roots, berries, meat, fish, insects, larvae, grass and other succulent plants
Black-tailed Deer - Black-tailed Deer are common in the forest and may be found grazing on plants and shrubs.
Cormorants - Cormorants are usually found closer to the water, their food source, but are known to nest in these woods.
Douglas Squirrels  - Douglas Squirrels may often be heard chattering noisily at intruders, and eat mainly the seeds of the Douglas fir.
Great Blue Herons - Great Blue Herons are often seen wading in the water looking for fish, but WBNRCA has a large nesting colony which can be seen high in the canopy.
Great Horned Owl - Great Horned Owls are mainly nocturnal and very secretive, but you may be lucky to hear one, or see it swoop to the forest floor for food.
Pileated Woodpecker - Pileated Woodpeckers may be heard or seen pecking out large rectangular holes in trees in search of insects.
Raccoons - Raccoons are usually nocturnal, but may be seen in the daytime looking for insects, berries, nuts, fish and shellfish.
Rough Skinned Newts - Rough Skinned Newts may be seen in the water or along the trail, but don't touch them! They have toxins on their skin to warn off predators.
Ruffed Grouse - The Ruffed Grouse may be heard before you see it, beating its wings to make a deep thumping sound.
Townsend's Mole - You may not see a Townsend's mole, but you may see the earthen mounds it creates while it is underground looking for worms.

Who Lives Here? (Answer Key)

Bald Eagles - canopy
forest floor
 

Banana Slugs  - forest floor   subfloor

Black Bear - understory   forest floor  

Black-tailed Deer - understory    forest floor   

Cormorants - canopy  

Douglas Squirrels  - canopy  understory    forest floor  

Great Blue Herons - canopy  understory    

Great Horned Owl - canopy  understory    forest floor   

Pileated Woodpecker - canopy  understory    

Raccoons -  understory    forest floor   

Rough Skinned Newts - forest floor   subfloor

Ruffed Grouse - understory    forest floor   

Townsend's Mole - forest floor   subfloor
